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EAST AFRICA  
July / August 2020 

 
 
Fri 7 Aug This morning we are flying from Sydney to Johannesburg on a Qantas flight (QF63) 

departing at 10:50am. The flying time to Johannesburg is scheduled for 14hrs 10min. 
 

 
 

We arrive into Johannesburg at 5.00pm. After clearing Customs & Immigration we 
transfer to our hotel. 

 
The Peermont Metcourt Suites is one of four hotels within the Emperors Palace 
complex. The central part of the complex offers a variety of reasonably priced 
restaurants, a casino and retail shops. Access to this area is a few minutes’ walk from 
the Metcourt Suites. While the Metcourt Suites serves breakfast (which is included 
in your tariff), other meals will need to be taken in the central complex. 
 

 
 
 Overnight at Peermont Metcourt Suites, Johannesburg  (B&B basis) 
 
 
Sat 8 Aug This morning we use the hotel shuttle to return to the airport for our 10:10am flight 

to Nairobi. Flying time is 3hrs 55min. 

 
On arrival at Nairobi at 3:05pm we will be met and greeted by our Kenyan/Tanzania 
operator and then be transferred to our hotel.  
 

 
 

Overnight at Radisson Blu Hotel, Nairobi  (B&B Basis) 
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Sun 9 Aug This morning after breakfast we will meet our driver/guides and commence a road 

journey of 160kms which will take us from the hustle and bustle of Nairobi through 
rural landscapes and past the villages and towns of central Kenya. The journey will not 
be rushed so we have opportunities to stop and have a closer look at the people and 
their daily lives. Our destination today is at the foot of Kenya’s highest mountain, Mt 
Kenya. 

 

 
 
 The views of the mountain vary from our approach from the south, and then become 

quite different as we progressively pass to the west of the peak. 
 
  Tonight we will stay at Serena Mountain Lodge, which is around 6000’ above sea level. 
 

 
 
 Sailing like an ark amid the primeval forests of Kenya's highest mountain, this 

timbered tree hotel offers champagne-clear mountain air, sweeping views across the 
tree-canopy, sparkling trout streams, and gentle forest walks. Located on the lower 
slopes of the mountain, the lodge is cool, tranquil and hushed for optimum game-
sightings. The open-air viewing-deck looks down on to its own water hole and salt-lick, 
which attracts numerous herds of elephant and buffalo. There is also a tunnel leading 
to a photo-hide, which offers spectacular viewing and photographic opportunities just 
metres away from the wildlife at the water hole. 

 
Overnight at Serena Mountain Lodge, Mt Kenya  (Full Board Basis) 

 
 
Mon 10 Aug This morning we continue past Mt Kenya and travel on to Samburu Reserve, a journey 

of a little over 200kms. 
 

Samburu National Reserve is within the lands of the colourful Samburu people, close 
relatives of the Maasai, and harbours a number of wildlife species rarely found 
elsewhere in any numbers. These include Grevy zebra, the reticulated giraffe and the 
Beisa oryx all species found only north of the equator. The long-necked gerenuk is a 
graceful antelope, which spends much of its time in a bi-pedal stance seeking  
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succulence among the withered scrub, which dots this harsh terrain. Other animals 
commonly seen are elephants, lions, cheetahs, gerenuks, buffalos, grants gazelles, 
dikdiks and waterbucks. There are over 350 varieties of birds. These include the 
famous Somali Ostriches (distinguished by their unique purple/blue legs during mating 
season), kingfishers, humming birds, eagles, guinea fowls and vultures. 
 

 
 
Scenically and faunally dramatic, for most of the year Samburu National Reserve is 
under the unsympathetic equatorial sun. But relief comes from the wide swathe of the 
Ewaso Ngiro River which rises some hundreds of kilometres to the west on the 
foothills of the Aberdares and which vanishes beyond Samburu in the recesses of the 
Lorian swamp. The river is at its best in the Reserve, broad and sluggish with a large 
population of crocodile seen on sandbanks at almost every bend. In the lower reaches, 
where permanent pools have formed as a tributary joins the river, are hippos. The 
river is fringed with giant acacias, figs and doum palms all of which provide shade and 
sustenance to the wildlife, which comes to water. Elephant roam the gaunt hills, which 
punctuate the scrubland and where occasional clusters of the vividly coloured desert 
rose challenge the arid surroundings. These elephant seek solace and contentment in 
the shallow waters of the river and from time to time a visitor finds herds bathing 
and drinking in a spectacle of unconscious pleasure. 

 
 Our stay will be at Samburu Intrepids. Samburu Intrepids is a lush oasis on the banks 

of the great Uaso Nyiro River in Samburu Game Reserve. The tented lodge is a delight 
to be in – deliciously cooled by the river breeze and the forest. The luxury tented 
camp sits on raised decks overlooking the brown river where the elephants sometimes 
make an appearance or the crocodiles come out to lounge by the river’s banks. 

 

 
 
  Overnight at Samburu Intrepids Camp, Samburu Reserve (Full Board basis) 
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Tue 11 Aug Gameviewing in Samburu Reserve. As we have our own vehicles we will be able to  

undertake longer drives or perhaps a picnic lunch within the Reserve.  
 

 
 

Overnight at Samburu Intrepids Camp, Samburu Reserve 
 
 
Wed 12 Aug  Gameviewing in Samburu Reserve.  
 

 
 

Overnight at Samburu Intrepids Camp, Samburu Reserve 
 
 
Thu 13 Aug This morning we transfer to Samburu airstrip for the flight to the Masai Mara. This is 

the first of our flights in smaller aircraft and our luggage will definitely be weighed at 
check-in. The weight limitation on luggage is 15kgs per passenger (hand and checked 
luggage). 

 

 
 
 
On arrival at the Mara at around 11.00am we will be met by our driver/guides and 
transferred to Ashnil Mara Camp for lunch and then a mid afternoon game drive. 



            

 

 Wildlife Safari Consultants 
   

Wildlife Safari Consultants 
Email:  admin@wildlife-safari-consultants.com 

Tel: (02) 9939 5660   P.O.Box 6657 Frenchs Forest 2086  ATAS Accredited Agent: A10551 

 
 
 Masai Mara National Reserve is Kenya's finest wildlife reserve. Everything about this 

reserve is outstanding. The wildlife is abundant and the gentle rolling grasslands 
ensure that animals are never out of sight. Birds too, are prolific. Including migrants, 
well over 450 species have been recorded, among them 57 species of birds of prey. 
 
Each year, far south in the great vastness of the Serengeti, the wildebeest raise 
their dignified but quaint heads, sniff the air and, as if by one accord, start the long 
trek to the Kenya border and the Masai Mara. After exhausting the grazing in 
Tanzania's northern Serengeti, a large number of wildebeest and zebra enter the 
Masai Mara National Reserve around the end of June drawn by the sweet grass raised 
by the long rains of April and May.  
 
It is estimated that more than half a million wildebeest enter the Masai Mara 
National Reserve and are joined by another 100,000 from the Loita Hills east of the 
Masai Mara. Driving in the midst of these great herds is an unimaginable experience. 
Whilst the eyes feast on the spectacle, the air carries the smells, the dust and the 
sounds of hundreds of thousands of animals. There is nowhere else on earth to 
compare with this wildlife marvel. 
 

 

Located at the very centre of the famous ‘Mara Triangle' of the world-renowned 
Masai Mara National Reserve, Ashnil Mara Camp sits on the 25 million year pre-
historic land which spans virtually all stages of life’s evolution and the fossil record. It 
comprises 40 luxury tents and is located adjacent to the Mara River, famous for the 
wildebeest migration. 

        

From our base at Ashnil Lodge we will explore the Masai Mara Reserve.   

Overnight at Ashnil Mara Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya. (Full Board). 
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Fri 14 Aug  Morning and afternoon gameviewing in the Masai Mara. We have our own vehicles so 

we can spend extended times gameviewing and also take picnic lunches for a full days 
viewing. 

     
   

Overnight at Ashnil Mara Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya.  (Full Board) 
 
 

Sat 15 Aug Today, in addition to undertaking further game drives, will proceed outside the Park to 
visit Rongai manyatta, a Masai village which is less frequented by tourists. 

 

 
 

Overnight at Ashnil Mara Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya.  (Full Board) 
 
Sun 16 Aug Today we have our last opportunity to search for that elusive wildebeest “crossing” or 

track down one of the rare black rhinos of the Mara. 
 

 
 
Overnight at Ashnil Mara Camp, Masai Mara, Kenya.  (Full Board) 
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Mon 17 Aug This morning we depart from the Masai Mara on the 11:00am Safarilink flight back to 
Nairobi where we transfer to a connecting Safarilink flight departing at 2:30pm for 
Kilimanjaro in Tanzania.  

 
 After clearing Immigration we will be met by our Tanzania driver/guides and then 

proceed to the regional centre of Arusha. Arusha is the largest regional centre in 
northern Tanzania, and a good stop for a break before we head back into the bush 
tomorrow. 

 
 

 Overnight at Kibo Palace Hotel, Arusha. (B&B basis)  
 
 
Tue 18 Aug This morning we proceed to Tarangire National Park, just a few hours tarmac drive 

south of Arusha. 
 

Tarangire lies to the south of the large open grass plains of southern Maasailand and 
is the best-kept secret on the northern safari circuit of Tanzania. It offers 
wonderful panoramas of wide savannah grasslands dotted with open acacia woodland 
studded with large Baobab trees. The density of game is second only to the crowded 
Ngorongoro Crater. 
 

 
 
While Serengeti's animal migration has attained fame, for many tourists little is 
known of Tarangire’s annual migration. The difference with Serengeti is that, in the 
Serengeti animals migrate away from the park during the dry season (June to 
October). The opposite happens in Tarangire, animals migrate from Maasai Steppe to  
the park during the dry season. They come in search for water, which is provided by 
Tarangire River, and predators follow in search of prey. During this period the park 
has the largest concentration of animals in any park in the northern Tanzania. 
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The most spectacular aspect of this “migration” is that it includes the largest number 
of elephant (migrating) anywhere in Africa. While there is some debate as to the 
actual number of elephant that move during this period, current estimates agree that 
around 5,000 are involved, while one research group believes that it could actually be 
approaching 10,000 animals. (One of our previous groups has observed over 1,000 
elephants in a continuous procession through a valley in Tarangire. This is not to be 
seen anywhere else on the African continent - elephant herds usually number less than 
30) 
 
Hidden among the kopjes, lies Tarangire Sopa Lodge, surrounded by ancient baobab 
trees. With water constantly available in the area, the greenery is lush providing a 
wonderful contrast to the burnt ground. 

 

 
 

   Overnight Tarangire Sopa Lodge.  (Full Board) 
 
 
Wed 20 Aug Game viewing in Tarangire National Park 
 

 
 

Overnight Tarangire Sopa Lodge.  (Full Board Basis) 
 
Thu 21 Aug Game viewing in Tarangire National Park 
 

    
 

Overnight Tarangire Sopa Lodge.  (Full Board Basis) 
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Fri 22 Aug This morning we undertake a final safari before we depart from Tarangire and travel 

northwest to Ngorongoro Crater. 
 
 Ngorongoro Crater is the largest unbroken caldera in the world. The crater (610 

metres deep and 260 sq. kms in area, it is almost 20kms across at it widest point) is a 
microcosm of East African scenery and game. Here there are 25,000 larger animals 
within the crater itself, mostly zebra and wildebeest. 

 

    
 

“The Crater” is possibly the only place to see black rhino in Tanzania, as well as prides 
of lion that include the magnificent black-maned males. There are colourful flamingos 
and a variety of other water birds around the soda lake on the crater floor.  
 
More than a 100 species of bird not found in the Serengeti have been found in the 
crater. Other game includes: leopard, cheetah, hyena, elephants, warthog, impala, 
buffalo, hartebeest, eland and many other members of the antelope family. 

 
 Our stay at the crater will be at the Sopa Lodge, which is perched on the rim of the 

Ngorongoro Crater at 2375 metres (7800’).  The lodge is spacious, offering luxury 
appointed rooms that command a majestic view of the crater.   

 
Open fireplaces are features of the bar, lounge and dining room. The lodge offers a 
bracing "high altitude" swimming pool. 

 

 
          
 Overnight Sopa Lodge, Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania. (Full Board) 
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Sat 23 Aug This morning we descend into the Ngorongoro Crater. In an attempt to avoid 

congestion in the crater, a six hour permit is issued to all vehicles – during that time 
we will experience the vast array of wildlife concentrated into this wonderland and we 
shall have lunch next to a freshwater lake where hippos watch our every move. 

 

                        
 

After leaving the crater we return to our lodge’s viewpoint of the crater highlands. 
 

 
 

Overnight at Sopa Lodge, Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania. (Full Board basis) 
 
 

Sun 24 Aug This morning we depart from Ngorongoro and travel back to Arusha. We shall take 
lunch in the gardens of the Arusha Coffee Lodge, after which we transfer to the 
nearby airport for the Precision Air flight departing for the island of Zanzibar (the 
baggage allowance on Precision flights is 20kgs checked luggage and 7kgs of hand 
luggage). On arrival in Zanzibar we shall be met and transferred to our hotel. 
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Zanzibar was first settled some 3000-4000 years ago, and was once the seat of 
government for faraway Oman. Persian-descended Parsee’s from India moved here 
while it was under British rule. In the mid 1800’s it was the world’s largest exporter 
of cloves, while at the same time around 20,000 slaves were sold from the island each 
year. From this complex and chequered history this island now is a combination of 
cultures, historical vagaries and still a leading spice centre. 
 
It may not have a particularly romantic name, but “Stone Town” is the old city and 
cultural heart of Zanzibar, and little changed in the last 200 years. It is a place of 
winding alleys, bustling bazaars, mosques and grand Arab houses whose original owners 
vied with each other over the extravagance of their dwellings. This one-upmanship is 
particularly reflected in the brass-studded, carved, wooden doors - there are more 
than 500 different examples of this handiwork.  
 

 
 
There will be opportunities to witness the busy port and the charming “dhows” which 
still work here, and then to turn around and enter the labyrinth of streets that Stone 
Town is. Discover cathedrals, mosques and temples alongside traders offering wares 
from all over the world. 
 
During our stay in Zanzibar we shall be residing at the “Double Tree Hilton”, which is 
conveniently located in the centre of Stone Town. 
 

 
 
 Overnight at the Double Tree Hilton, Stone Town , Zanzibar (B&B basis) 
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Mon 25 Aug While in Zanzibar there will be ample time to explore the alleyways and historic sites 

of Stone Town. This morning we will undertake a guided tour of the main areas of 
Stone Town. Not only will this familiarise us with a history of Stone Town, but will 
provide a good understanding of the layout of the area. 

 

 
 

This afternoon you are free to explore Stone Town at your leisure. 
 
Overnight at the Double Tree Hilton, Stone Town , Zanzibar (B&B basis) 

 
Tue 26 Aug Today we will undertake a full day excursion. Initially we will visit a spice farm to be 

introduced to the variety of spices we take for granted, and see them in their natural 
form. Then we will travel to Nungwi Village in the northern area of the island where 
Dhow (traditional boat) construction is still practised. We will also visit Mnarani 
Marine Turtle Conservation Pond – a wonderful project dedicated to preserving these 
endangered creatures.  

 

 
 

The tour will continue to Jozani forest in the south of the island, to see the rare Red 
Colobus monkeys (only found in Zanzibar).  

 

 
 

 Overnight at the Double Tree Hilton, Stone Town , Zanzibar (B&B basis) 
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Wed 27 Aug Later this morning we transfer to the airport for the short flight with Precision Air 

to Dar es Salaam.  
 

The onward flight is with South African Airways at 3:35pm.  
 
Our flight arrives into Johannesburg at 6:10pm and your overnight stay is once again 
at the Peermont Metcourt Suites. 
 
Dinner can be taken at one of the many restaurants in the central complex. 

 
 Overnight at Peermont Metcourt Suites, Johannesburg  (B&B basis)  
 
 
 
Thu 28 Aug Today you can undertake a local excursion as you only have to be back at the airport 

by 5:00pm for check-in. 
 

The options that most of our clients consider include: 
 

- Organised tour to Soweto and the Apartheid Museum. 
- A tour of Soweto, which could include the Oscar Peterson Museum 
- Visit to the Apartheid Museum 
- Catch the “Gautrain” to Sandton City for lunch / shopping 
 
We can assist with these or other options, though there are costs associated with 
each one. 

 
 You may leave your luggage in the secure luggage room at the Metcourt Suites and 

return here later in the day to use the hotel’s general facilities and then take the 
complimentary shuttle to the terminal. 

 
 You need to check-in two hours prior to departure. Your Qantas flight departs at 

7:10pm Flying time is 11hrs 45min. 
 
 
Fri 29 Aug You will arrive back into Sydney at 2:55pm.  

 
 
 

J    C   e 
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EAST AFRICA  

July / August 2020 
 

The cost of this tour is made up of two components: 
 
 

(1) International Airfare – Between now and the time of travel all airlines will release special 
fares, and it is our intention to offer these as/when they become available. Our estimate is 
that the economy airfares will total between $2,400 (which is an instant purchase version 
available from time to time) to $3,450 (both fares are indicative and include airline taxes and 
charges). We will assist you to get the best possible airfares for this trip. 

 
 

(2) Tour cost US$. We are quoting this tour in US Dollars. This will be converted to Australian 
dollars when final payments are made. (Our policy is to use the prevailing exchange rates 
[NAB Selling Rate] at the time of full and final payment. This gives clients the advantage of 
improving exchange rates. Many operators use a “forecast rate” which is much lower than 
prevailing rates and which "loads" the quote to protect them. We believe it is fairer to adjust 
the final price according to prevailing rates, thus giving clients a possible benefit of an 
improved rate, and a current quote which doesn't have to be loaded to cover variations.) You 
may also elect pay this amount in advance when exchange rates are very favourable (details 
of this scheme will be forwarded when you book on the tour). The US$ component is 
US$9,425.00 per person sharing.  (A very limited number of single rooms are available and a 
supplement will apply to persons not sharing a room) 

 
 
 
The costs include (for 1 + 2 above):- 
 

 The complete tour as per the itinerary 
 International Economy Airfares and Domestic Airfares extra (as outlined above) 
 All International and Domestic Airport and Airline taxes & charges 
 Meals as specified  

 
 
The cost does not include: 
 

 Visa fees are not included, but expected to be no more than US$100 for Aust. Passports. 
 Travel Insurance is required (we have a special offer for Travel Insurance for this tour) 
 Any expenses of a personal nature (such as laundry, phone calls, personal tipping etc.) 
 Any drinks (alcoholic or non-alcoholic) 


